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SEP 1 1983 

Mr. U. K. McHear, Chairinan 
Suutnern Paciric Transportation Company 
Southern Pdcitic tjuiiding 
One MarKet Plaza 
San Francisco, CA 941U5 

Ke; Former Ulin Site, Wallisville Koau 
Houston, Texas 

Dear \^r . McNear: 

Tnis letter is in response to tne drart closure plan submitteu by past 
ana present property owners to tPA for the dbo'je refarenced site and 
is to present our position in dealiny witn tne known una potential con
tamination on site. The draft closure plan provides for partial cleanup 
of tlie ditches along the nortn and wast Pounoarias or tne site. This 
plan was prepared, based on existing intorination. However, the extent 
of contamination in the ditches, both vertical and horizontal, is not 
clearly defined and so the proposed reinedy may not provide tor elimination 
of any orfsite migration. Trierefore, furtner sampling will oe required. 

In addition to the nortn and west ditches discussed above, we have infor
mation which suggests that other portions of the former pesticiue site 
Should be examined and sampled to insure that no threat of offsite con
tamination exists. In order to expeditt: the data gathering process, EPA 
contractors will perform the additional sampling for the entire site 
(including the ditches;, it will oe possible to split Sdmples should you 
desire to have tneni analyzed yourself. Upon receipt uf tne additional 
data, an appropriate remeuy will oe selected. We envision tnat this 
remedy will include the proposea remedy, dt a minimum, and pernaps 
additional closure requirements. 

As a result of our concern with tnis site and in an effort to gather all 
available information tu assist in tne investigation, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) is seeking to obtain certain information regard
ing the history of the site. As an owner anu/or operator of the site, 
your company may be liable for measures taken to aoate a threat of release. 
Under provisions of Section lu4 of the Comprehensive Environmentdl Response 
Lumpensacion and Liability Act (CEKCLA), 42 U.S.C. ybU4, ana Section 
3U07 ot the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (KCkA), 'vz U.S.C. 6927, 
as amended by the Solid Waste Uisposal Act Amendments of lyyu, the 
Administratur of the Environmental Protection /\gency has the autnority to 
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istratur or tne Environmental Protection Agency has tlie autnority to 
require any person wno generates, stores, treats, transports, aisposes 
of, or otnerwise hanules or has hanuled hazardous wastes and suustances 
to furnisn information related to such wastes and suostdnces. The tPA 
nas evidence which indicates your company may nave engaged in such 
activities at this site. Therefore, pursuant to the aforementioned 
statutory provisions, your company is nereoy requested to answer the 
following questions: 

i. k̂ nat is your ownersnip nistory of tne sit- ' f 

2 . Upon assuming ownership, wnat was the agreenient with the rormer 
owner concerning responsioi 1 icies for cleanup of tiie site? 

3. What cleanup uperatiuns were perron.ied oy the rormer owner pnor 
tu your purchase? 

4. Vihat pesticides were handleu at tne site? Uhat were your 
pesticide handling and disposal practices on site? Please 
be specific as to movement and dispositiuri of all soils, 
and sulfur or pesticide-laden material, oisiiiantring equipment, 
resurfacing, etc. Uo you t^d^a engineering plans ror your work? 

ID. Based on your knowledge, wtiat were the disposal practices utiiizea 
by O h n on the site? 

D. Please provide all data yuu may have criaracterizi rig the Moliutants 
on site. 

7. Please provide a complete copy of any report(s) prepared uy con
sultants or your staff concerning tne extent of contamination ur 
tiie site in question (including offsite concamination). Include 
any associatea results or laboratory analysis. 

Your answers to these questions ana requests must be sent to EPA witmn 
thirty (3U) calendar days of your receipt or t m s letter. Under Section 
lUU of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. youu, ana Section iiUUd of K C R M , 4^ U.S.C. 69215, 
failure to comply with this request i.iay result 1n an order requiring 
compliance or a civil action tor appropriate relief. Section lub uf 
CERCLA and Section JUUa uf KCRA also provide for civil penalties. 
The records, reports, and/or infurniation uescrioeu in t/ns letter must 
,be suumitted wlietner or not you regard part or all or it as a trade 
secret or confidential. The Regulations found in Suupart B o i Part 2 
of Title 4U of the Code of Federal Regulations (originally publisneu 
in tne Federal Register un Septenioer i, iy/o, ariu arnendeu in the Federal 
Register on September U, ly/o; govern tPA's handling or confiuentia 
nusiness inTonnation. If you desir-.̂ , j-ou may assert a uusmess con 
uentiallty claim for part ur ail ur ene iiiformation suomitted. A 
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Tile information covered by such a claim will oe disclosed uy tPA only 
to the extent and oy the procedures set fortn in 4U CFR Part z , Suu
part t>, and in Sections ^uU7 of RCRA and Iij4(e) of ChRCLA. Unless you 
make such a claim at the time that you submit tne information, it may oe 
liiade available to the public by LPA without furtner notice to yuu. In 
making such a claim, you should clearly identify each document or each 
page of a document with a legend sucti as "iriuie_sec£et," "proprietary," 
or "company confidential," Such confidential material may be suumitted 
separateTT^Tonrother material. Effluent data, as defined in 4U CFR 
2.3U2(a), may not be considered to oe conridential ousiness information. 

Shoula tne signatory find, at any tii.ie after suomittal of tne requested 
inrunnation, that any portion of tne suumission is false or incorrect, the 
signatory should notify tPA, Region b. If any answer is round subsequently 
tu be untrue, the signatory can ue prosecuted under IB U.S.C. IUUI. 

This letter is not subject to the approval requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of lytiU, Chapter 2b of litle 44, United States Code.. 

Please respona to us within the thirty ^io) days indicateu auove. Your 
response should be sent to: 

i-lr. UdVid Price 
Superfund Enforcement, DAW-SL 
Environmental Protection Agency 
InterFirst One Building 
12ul Elm Street 
Udllas, Texas 75270 

If you have any questions regarding tnis request, please contact Mr, Price 
dt (214) /67-4U75, 

Sincerely ^ours, 

Allyn M. Uavis, Ulrector 
/Vi r u Waste Hanagement Uivision 

cc; Hr . dary Schrueder, TU'wR 
i,--t?. T. Womble, tsquire 

Uavid W. Long, Environmental Counsel, Soutnern Pacinc 


